


• COLLABORATION: Make agreements. Stick to them.
• AGENCY: Film out of class! Talk about what matters TO YOU!
• AUTHENTIC OPPORTUNITIES for DISPLAY: The school is your 

audience
 

BIG IDEAS
PROJECT BASED LEARNING

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION

• IDENTIFYING ONESELF within a community
• CRAFTING A MESSAGE for that community
• UPHOLDING that community INCLUDING YOURSELF!
 

SKILL ACQUISITION = COMMUNICATION 
• THERE ARE NO EMPTY EXERCISES. 



Part 1: VIDEO PRODUCTION 





GENEND
45 Minute Film

Grade 8

Student interviews with activist 
filmmakers along with original 

reflections.

Topics included climate change, 
living with disability, U.S. culpability 

in torture during the second Gulf 
War, and growing up trans. Students 

were invited to look for 
intersectionality of these issues.

View excerpt:
 https://youtu.be/6e5eM4YVxSE



AMS WALKOUT
(MARCH FOR OUR LIVES)

Video Documentation in the form of a 
News Segment

March 2021
Grades 7-8

Students embedded footage of 
instructional materials on how to 

stage an effective and well organized 
walkout in a news segment on local 

protests.

View story:
https://youtu.be/6e5eM4YVxSE



HOW ADVERTISING WORKS
Grades 6-8

Advertising tropes are everywhere. They are in the 
stories we like and the news we rely on. Having a 
sense of how rhetoric works, and what common 

strategies are used in ads, is crucial.

In this assignment we take the general rhetorical tropes 
of ETHOS, PATHOS, and LOGOS and use them to 
create our OWN messages. Mostly these are silly. 

Sometimes they aren’t. 

To view ads please visit:

https://youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLnhhnNaXEQC5bTByJ1fVuS2knR6Jike0_







TEEN PRESS
Annual Collaboration with Teen Press and the Ashland 

Independent Film Festival

Grades 7-8

AMS students watch independent films, interview 
filmmakers, and create original reviews and video essays. 

These are then showed to the entire AMS student body.

For our videos please visit:

https://youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLnhhnNaXEQC546bOaocsLnODqMOr1VmP6







Part 2:

GRAPHIC DESIGN



FIGURES FROM BLACK HISTORY
Based on student research, students produced and 

installed a series of oversized prints celebrating 
notable figures in Black History. 

Skills taught included digital file and resolution sizes, 
site-context, writing for print, and collaboration





SHOES 

Grades 7-8

Collaborative Site-Specific Artwork
Spring 2023

Each shoe featured belongs to a different 
student. Students utilized key concepts of 

2D design as well as concepts of audience, 
site specificity, and scale.



MESSAGE POSTERS

A collaboration with Christie Boyd

Grades 6-8

Entitled simply The Message Poster 
students first wrote a story about a time 
they felt misunderstood or judged. They 
then created a digital self-portrait using 

drawing software. Students then distilled 
a message out of the story and included 

it in their poster.

The stories covered a range of themes 
including bullying, racism, and gender 

stereotypes. Many focused simply on the 
agism the young experience daily. 

Collectively they told a story of the inner 
life of students and provided meaningful 
commentary on common confrontations 
shared by many here at AMS. We now 
have over 200 of these images. These 

have had a profound effect on students 
and staff.





RACISM and BRANDING
A collaboration with Christie Boyd

Grades 7-8

To dismantle racism you have to know how 
racism works. Mass Media is an excellent 

teaching tool for making crucial distinctions 
between individual and collective action and 

the systemic appropriations and erasures 
required for racism to thrive. By looking closely 

at how Mass Media perpetuates stereotypes 
one thing becomes clear: It is not enough to 

simply “rebrand” the past..

The Assignment : After a lengthily interval of 
pictorial research and discussion on the 

consequences of cultural appropriation (see 
video below for details) students were asked 

to brainstorm alternatives to a certain 
Washington DC football team.



PUBLIC ART PROPOSALS
A collaboration with Christie Boyd

Grades 7-8

For the Public Art Proposal Project students were encouraged to 
think beyond their material means to imagine site specific artworks 

for a location of their choosing and then communicate their vision 
in a photorealistic way. No project was too big. After all, even the 

biggest artworks began with a single drawing...



THE ASHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL COMPENDIUM OF 
MYTHICAL BEASTS VOLUME 1

Grades. 6-8

A collaborative book design project, the compendium includes 
134 unique entries by 134 artists. 

Hardcover and softcover editions were available for purchase 
on LuLu. PDF copies were available for download via 

WordPress



JUST BECAUSE IT ISN’T 
HAPPENING HERE…

A collaboration with Christie Boyd

Grades 7-8

For this assignment, each student 
selected a different displaced 

population from around the globe. 
Along with key facts and figures, 

students were asked to pay particular 
attention to how each population was 

represented, and to assemble a palette 
of colors derived from research 

imagery with which to create a unique 
wayfinding sign. On one end of the 

sign: their homeland. On the other: the 
number of people displaced.



SELECTED TEXT ARTWORKS
2023



For more WAMS, including animation:
 https://youtube.com/@AshlandMiddleSchool

For more theory, images, and odds and ends: 
https://auditions.blog

For more Art in Context (With Christie Boyd)

https://express.adobe.com/page/616US0IbSgmNQ/

Contact me: Stroudj74@gmail.com


